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Meeting was called to order at 7:02.  

 

Board Members present: Chair Jill Lukes, Dave Buchholz, Bill Eichenberg, Tom 

Forbes, Amy Gaffney, Council Liaison Yvonne Buchholz. 

The September minutes were approved with corrections.  

2021 Events 

 

Re-cap - Falls Day, 1st Sunday in October. October 3, 2021 from 1-4 pm.  

and Citizen of the Year 

Mr. Buchholz stated that the weather started out pretty questionable but turned out 

well.  He stated that 50% of the vendors from Cle Market did well so he is hoping that 

they will return next year.  The attendees were surprised at the quality of the vendors.  

The DJ would like to come back next year and did a very good job.  The Boy Scouts 

climbing wall was a big hit.  Mr. Buchholz stated he does not think he would bring 

back Buster the Bus as there were not enough young children.  Mr. Forbes was 

surprised by the impact the band had.  He stated that everyone pretty much cleared out 

after the band was done and wondered if we could have the band start at 2:00.  Mr. 

Buchholz stated that the reason the band starts at 1:00 so the band would upfront for 

the Citizen of the Year award. Mr. Buchholz stated that he thought people stayed later 

this year.  Ms. Lukes stated that the first order of business getting the band to play later 

would be to see if they would agree.  Ms. Lukes stated that she feels the outcome would 

be the same as the parents set up to see their kids play and she does not think that would 

change. Ms. Lukes felt the timing of 3:00 for the Citizen of the Year was great.    Mr. 

Forbes asked if we could have the band play at 1:00 and have them play again right 

after the Citizen of the Year presentation.  Ms. Lukes stated that this is a good 

conversation to have with the band director for next year.  Ms. Lukes stated she thought 

Citizen of the Year went really well and she will contact Angie Mancini to post 

something on the city webpage. The 2021 Citizen of the Year is Joe Duffy.   

 

Fall-o-ween.  Sunday, October 24, 2021, 1-4 pm.  

Ms. Gaffney stated that we have a really nice virtual flyer thanks to Ms. Jansen.  It 

went home in the school’s virtual flyer in ECC and Falls Lenox.  Walt from Up-Signs 

is making two signs to advertise the event.  Right now, we have 18 out of the 20 

available Trunk or Treat spots filled.  Dough Daddy doughnut truck is eager to come 
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to this event and there is no cost to the city.   We made the How Tall Fall sign for a 

photo op that has height measurements.  Amy Quinlan, who is a photographer, will be 

taking photos in the gazebo.  Discussion ensued regarding décor for the event.  Ms. 

Lukes stated that even though we had purchase candy, she still ran to Drug Mart for 

more candy and was hoping that the city could pick up more candy this year 

recommended at least 1000 pieces.  Ms. Gaffney stated that she would like all of the 

Trunk or Treat cars to be ready by 12 noon.  She is expecting three police officers to 

help with the event.   

 

Tree Lighting 1st. Sunday in December, December 5, 2021. 5:00 pm tree lighting 

at 6:00. Dave & Tom co-chairs 

Ms. Lukes stated that she confirmed with Ryan Patterson of the middle school, and he 

confirmed the Golden harmonies for this event.  Santa Mike is confirmed as well.  Ms. 

Lukes stated that this is usually a pretty quick event, and we usually have the choir, 

someone who reads the Night Before Christmas, hot chocolate & cookies.  The Friends 

of the Parks will again be sponsoring wreaths for businesses to hang on the VG fence. 

Ms. Lukes stated that she will reach out to Ann Reichle to see if she again would like 

to provide the hot chocolate and also to Mr. Graven to see if she would like to read the 

Night Before Christmas.  We need to order an assortment of cookies and we will check 

to see what we ordered last.  Mr. Buchholz stated that he may have to re-string the 

wreath for the VG.  He also needs to test the lights for the gazebo.  We need to re-build 

the gingerbread men that were vandalized last year.  We planned on decorating the VG 

on the 14th of November.  We will also order garland for the VG fence.  Ms. Gaffney 

stated that we need to get new lights for the garland this year.  Ms. Lukes is in contact 

with Alan Perkins and Jennifer Jansen to re-create the gingerbread men. Discussion 

ensued regarding the materials that we have upstairs.  We will meet form 9-11 on 

October 16th to work on the decorations.  Mr. Forbes asked if we need some younger 

people to work on ladders so that we don’t have to climb.   Ms. Lukes stated that we 

can contact the Boy Scouts to lend a hand.  Mr. Forbes also suggested that we check 

the upstairs to see what materials we have and will need be fore we leave tonight.  Mr. 

Eichenberg asked if we will be doing the luminaries as well.   Ms. Lukes stated that 

she will check to see if we have the tea lights.    Ms. Lukes will reach out to the Girl 

Scouts to see if they would help with the luminaries.   

 

Discussion ensued regarding the process for invoices and contracts.   The secretary 

would like a copy of any contracts and invoices for reference purposes. Any contracts 

need to be signed by the Mayor and can be given to the Council Liaison or board 

secretary for processing.  All invoices need to be assigned a purchase order number 

and forwarded to the finance department.  Again, these can be given to the Council 

Liaison or board secretary for processing.   
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Council Liaison Report 

Ms. Buchholz stated we have still not gotten the grant money for the playground, so 

we are just waiting.  Mr. Forbes asked if there was any word on the CARES money 

and how it would be spent.   Ms. Buchholz stated we have only gotten half, and the 

rest will be given next year.   No decision has been made as to how it will be spent. 

Our finance director has gotten info from the state telling us how it can be spent.   We 

will be starting to work on the 2022 budget.  Discussion ensued regarding the budget 

amount for the capital improvement for the parks.  Ms. Lukes feels that the board 

should have input to what projects get done each year for the capital improvement for 

the parks.  

.   

Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 

 

Aimee Stone, Secretary     Approved 11/01/2019   


